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- The top-secret Pen-

tagen papers show the Johnson administration was re-
ceiving intelligence estimates of heavy civilian casual-
ties in the bombing of North Vietnam at the same
time i 1967 that it was publicly dm}ouncin(r such re-

ports as exaggerations.
The \‘cw York Times disclosed!
- in its ‘editions Saturday ibat, 1\"1
Central Intelligence. Agene y

+  Despile one :eq.ted fvor’, Ho
that Victnam ' be accerded  the
status of the Philippines and
President Franklin 1. Reosevelt's

estintated in January 1957, that the Q\plf\\ﬁ(}d hopes of securing Viet

toll of dead and weunded from the
-air war rose from 13,000 in 1985 to
23-24,600 in 1966 — “about §0 per
cent civilians.” )

“The Times also quoted the Pen-
tagon study as concluding the air
raids inside a previously ofi-limils
area arcund Hanot in the first two
weeks of December 1865, "un-
dercut what appeaved to be a
peace fecler'” from North Viet-
nam. ’

THE Sl‘[lI)Ymmrch to “an ex-
piosive debate about the bombing”
provoked by cyewitness reports
from North Vietham by Hervison
Salishury of the New York Times
and William ['ac,gw o[ the Miami
News.

Their dxqpa!chcs were publicly

ériticized by the Pentagon as in-’

accurate and exaggerated. But the

Pentagon study declaves that thelr
/stimates of civilian casualties

were mwuch lower than the CIA’s,

Roth the Times and the Wash-
ington Post carried long install-
ments of the study but most of it
has already appeared on the
Chicago Daily News-Sun-Times
wire, . :

In the [irst disclosures on the
administration of President Hayry
S. Truman, the. Post indicates that
officials then debated whether to
treat Ho Chi Minh as a Vict-
namese vevsion of Tifo, the inde-
pendent  Commmunist leader of

-Yugos!uvia.

"IN TIGE BND, however, it was
decided to treat him as 4.
CMStalinist™ and to aid France in
rocaptuun" 1ts p\c war Indo ina
colony.
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‘hain's IIMC‘DCthJL\. from France,
the Truman administration com-
mitled $10 million in military as-
i'sistance to France in May 1930,

‘That was less than the 8100
million recommended by the joini
chiefs of staft. _

The Times jnstallment recounts
the shift of Defense See. Robert 8.

starting in October, 1966, It retells

tried to get President Lyndon B,
Johnson to cut back the kombing
of North Vietham — 17 months
before Johnson ﬁnally twk the
slep,

THE TI “S also quotes from &

I\IcNanma memo of May, 1957,
proposing that the administration
“scale down’' its objectives in
Vietnam and’ scek a  political
compromisz with the Vietcong,.

H0ur commitnmt,” McNamara
stiggested, “is only to sce that the
people of Sotith Vietnam are per-
niitled fo determine, their own
futire ... this commitment
ceases if the country . ceases to
help itsclf .

“Nor dv \' e have an ohva'\hon :
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McNamara from hawk le dove,

{hie story of how MeNamara thei

STATINTL

GEN, WILLIAM C.  West-
.mo;e'and the U. S. commander in
thmm, was fnformed that the
“eeiling. would bz 469,000, . more
" than 100,000 less than he proposed.
Without explanation, the study

. declaves that the alr raids thal

C“undercut”’ the peace fecler were
“launched inadvertantly.”

The Polish wember of the In-
ternational Contral Commission
was {rying to arrange lalks be-
tween the United States and North
Viethamese officials in Warsaw.
. But the study notes: .

“The altempt to start talks ran
jinto difficulty. A belated altempt
to mollify Novth Viclham's hrids-
ed ego failed and fovmal falks did
not malcrialize.”

The Waghinglon Post quoted the
Pentagon histery as  doscrihing
President Truman's $10 million
grant in aid to France as the first
grant ia aid to France as the first
“crucial decision regarding U, S
military  involvement in  In-
dochira,”

BY TH® TIME Ho Chi Minh had
defeated France at Dien Rien Phu
and the Geneva jAccords. wers
sitmed in July, 19531, the” United!
States had delivered $2.6 billion in
aid lo Indochina, according to thc
Penlagon sunnmary.

“This” was in addition to bud
getary support to Frauce, which
ales ran into the billions.,

e aid was an early Ul 8. ex-

}
B2 Ingwn later as the “demino
timg. y"--that- Indogchina was a
"lest” of power hetwsen Soviet-
airec’d - Communists - and  the
incces of the West, - 0w

\"NI\ the Truman™ adminis-
nosaid it \'.emul France to
give Indochira iis n\.ah_pczmancc_
cvenfually, ‘a National Security
Couricil repurt gt the end of 1930
“1100

“The Umtnd States qhonld take
action, as a matler.of urgency, by
all means practicable short of the
actual cwmployinent” of * U, S.
military forces,; to deny Indochma
to Comn“.umsm "o

to pour in effort out of p\oromon !

to the cffort contributed by the
people of South Vietnam, or in the
face. of coups, corcuption, apathy
m other indications-of Saigon’s

,hxlme ta co-operate satisfactorily
with us.”

The Pentagon study reveals,
according to the Vimes \rcrsion,.
that Johnson gave his first “no’™
lo a troop request by the mllltmyl
on Nov.- 11, 1086, '

< slon of bolief fn what was to |



